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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Nayeli Lynch-
Bolanos for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Nayeli
Lynch-Bolanos is a 7th grader at Wayne Carle
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Nayeli
Lynch-Bolanos is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Nayeli Lynch-Bolanos for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

——————
RECOGNIZING RUSSELL A.
MITTERMEIER, CARL SAFINA,

AND PATRICIA C. WRIGHT

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 14, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pride that | rise to congratulate
Stony Brook University and its faculty for an
unprecedented achievement. Three of the six
finalists for the prestigious Indianapolis Prize,
the world’s leading award for animal conserva-
tion, are members of Stony Brook’s faculty.

This is the first time that one university has
had three finalists for the award given by the
Indianapolis Zoo for ‘“extraordinary contribu-
tions to conservation efforts.” All three profes-
sors, Russell A. Mittermeier, Carl Safina, and
Patricia C. Wright, hold Ph.D.s and have
made major contributions to science. Their se-
lection as finalists for this coveted award re-
flects the excellence and dedication of Stony
Brook’s faculty and brings honor to all of Long
Island.

Dr. Mittermeier is president of Conservation
International and has worked to preserve pri-
mates and turtles in South America, Mada-
gascar and other places. He has used the
concept of biodiversity “hotspots” to focus
conservation efforts and raise $1 billion for en-
dangered habitats. He has an adjunct re-
search appointment in the Department of Ana-
tomical Sciences.

Dr. Safina co-founded Blue Ocean Institute
to raise awareness of threats to the world’s
oceans and inspire solutions to these dangers.
He is a research professor in Stony Brook’s
School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences.
Episodes of his show “Saving the Ocean with
Carl Safina” aired nationwide on PBS in 2012.

Dr. Wright discovered a new species of
lemur, the golden bamboo lemur, while work-
ing in Madagascar in 1986. She also redis-
covered another species which had been con-
sidered extinct. Her efforts helped establish
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the Ranomafana National Park in Madagascar
which she believes has saved three species of
lemur from extinction. She is a professor of
anthropology at Stony Brook.

It is not surprising that these three eminent
conservation pioneers have been tapped for
international recognition. Their ongoing efforts
have helped save our planet and its species
from degradation. They are committed and
passionate about their research. It is through
the efforts of people like these who are able
to inspire others to see the importance of con-
servation that our oceans, our endangered
species and biodiversity of our plant will be
preserved.

Indeed, these three professors and their tre-
mendous achievements are most worthy of
our recognition and of the Indianapolis Prize.
They are representative of the pursuit of ex-
cellence and world-class research capabilities
that define Stony Brook’s reputation as a glob-
al leader in innovation and scientific break-
throughs. With this achievement, the profes-
sors take their place with Stony Brook Univer-
sity as the pride of Long Island and an exam-
ple for aspiring scientists to follow.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of New York’s first
congressional district, | would like to thank
Professors Mittermeier, Safina, and Wright for
the vital work they are doing. The fact that
they are all members of Stony Brook faculty is
yet another measure of the quality of this fine
university.
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Sid Reyes. Sid is
a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 135, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Sid has been very active with his troop, par-
ticipating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Sid has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community. Most notably, Sid has
contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Sid completed necessary
maintenance on the outdoor classroom at
Hawthorne Elementary School in Kearney,
Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Sid Reyes for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

—
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Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, | come
to the floor today to mark the beginning of Ne-
vada’s journey to becoming the 36th State ad-
mitted to the Union.

E391

Many know the story of the Nevada con-
stitution being sent to Washington via the
newly-invented telegraph machine to expedite
our admission to the Union in late October of
1864. But a lesser known—though not less
important—event in our state’s history will cel-
ebrate its 150th anniversary next week.

On March 21, 2014—next Friday—it will
have been one hundred and fifty years since
this body voted to allow the People of the Ter-
ritory of Nevada to form a Constitution and
State Government for the purpose of admis-
sion into the Union.

Nevada’s constitutional convention began
on the fourth of July, 1864.

Among the first words of our constitution
were the absolute prohibition of slavery, free-
dom of religious worship, and one issue very
near to the work of Nevada’s current Congres-
sional delegation, the ownership status of the
land.

The convention adjourned July 28 having
laid the foundation for Nevada’s admission to
the Union and our future governance.

Voters of the territory approved the Con-
stitution the first week of September, paving
the way for Abraham Lincoln to admit Nevada
as the 36th State on October 31, 1864.

But all of these events were set in motion
by a bill approved in this very Chamber, Mr.
Speaker. Without this critical first step, the
journey to statehood would not have been
possible.

I’'m proud to call the Battle Born State home
and join with Nevadans from Elko to Laughlin
in celebrating the sesquicentennial of March
21, 1864.

———

CONGRATULATING THE CORNING
AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
and congratulate the Corning Area Chamber
of Commerce on its 100th anniversary. Over
the past 100 years, the Corning Area Cham-
ber of Commerce has successfully provided
small businesses and local entrepreneurs with
the resources, expertise and advice needed to
succeed.

The Corning community is stronger and
more vibrant because of the Chamber. The
Chamber has proven to be an invaluable re-
source in promoting business in our commu-
nity through a powerful, united voice—a voice
that successfully advances opportunities for
growth time and time again. Due to the Cham-
ber’s unrelenting work in promoting and assist-
ing commerce, local businesses continue to
provide well-paying jobs and high-quality prod-
ucts and services to our region.

In addition to helping established busi-
nesses, the Chamber has a strong history of
providing grants to organizations that assist
local entrepreneurs in starting new businesses
in Corning. The Chamber continues to give
Corning citizens the tools necessary to suc-
ceed.

Once again | wish to congratulate the Cor-
ning Area Chamber of Commerce on 100 suc-
cessful years of service and wish them an-
other hundred prosperous years in the beau-
tiful city we call home.
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